THE HALF-GLEAMS OF AN AWAKENING
definite structure, so definite structure everywhere implies
polarity. The same principle prevails throughout the
organic world or world of life, and especially throughout
its highest manifestation in human life and character, and
in the highest products of its evolution,—in societies,
religions, and philosophies. Ida is the female principle,
and Pingala is the male principle, and Susumna. the path
of the serpent-power, is the neuter. Susumna, therefore,
is analogous to Pwushottam, which is neither Kshara nor
Akshara, in the language of the Gita. By independent
efforts, the Sadhaka cannot bring about the functioning of
this serpent-power through the Susumna, just as the young
learners cannot be trusted merely with books. Though books
are repositories of knowledge and sometimes in themselves
self-sufficient wholes, they do not preclude external help.
Those who want to do away with teachers in the field of
spiritual culture, are in the position of the old Irish woman
in the story, who did not see why people should speak so
highly of the sun and prefer it to the moon, because the
sun appears when there is light enough! To say that the
Guru is a splend.id superfluity in the divine economy of
things, is to say with the old woman that the sun is not
needed, because it appears, not when there is a stygian
darkness, but light enough!
But there are Gurus and Gurus. Vijaykrishna was
not in search of an ordinary teacher, but an "Incarnate
Teacher", which phrase, however, he did not understand
at that time. Though not a believer in God confining
Himself in the human body, Vijaykrishna was panting
for such a Guru as would be able to lead him up the ladder
of perfection. A Guru of this kind is Godsend ; he is a
mighty red-hot furnace with leaping flames of fire, a
portion of that Cosmic Joy whose revelation Beethoven
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